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dining clubs which own no building and no property, but the
members of which meet at regular intervals to dine and talk
together. Austen Chamberlain belonged to several of these
clubs, which included in their membership soldiers and
sailors, judges and men of science, authors and literary
critics, ecclesiastics and politicians of all parties, and to the
end of his life he was a fairly regular attendant at club din-
ners, where he was welcomed as one of their best and most
interesting talkers.

Although he was accustomed to speak his mind with great
and sometimes with almost brutal frankness, his sincerity and
honesty were so transparent that no one could take offence.
He had an even temper which was always under control, and
a natural generosity which led him to acknowledge a mistake
if he had made one without reserve, and with a smile which
disarmed the most heated controversialist. It was significant
that his oldest friendships lasted until death put an end to
them, and I doubt if he had a single enemy when his own
life closed so suddenly.

All through his career, but more especially after he first
became Foreign Secretary, he was much more cosmopolitan
than most Englishmen. He delighted in travel and in sight-
seeing, especially if he had the opportunity of studying
pictures and works of art, in which he took great pleasure.
He spoke French easily and well, and though his German
became rather rusty, he could understand most of a con-
versation in that language. He had a large acquaintance
among people of many nations, and he liked to invite them
to his house in London, and to exchange views with them
upon international politics.

Like so many of his race, Austen Chamberlain was
inclined to a certain reserve in the presence of strangers, and
this gave rise to an idea very prevalent at the time that he was
somewhat cold and austere by temperament. But a very slight
acquaintance generally served to dissipate any such im-
pression. In fact, his nature was expansive and sympathetic,